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Strike causes

flight chaos
One-day strikes by unions
representing pilots and
cabin crew at Lufthansa
caused a wave of flight
cancellations on Thursday
at Germany's biggest
airline. Lufthansa criticised
the walkouts as
disproportionate but said
it expects to offer a largely
normal flight program
Friday. Lufthansa said the
strikes called by the
Vereinigung Cockpit and
UFO unions led to
extensive cancellations,
but didn't give a specific
figure. The departures
board at the airline’s main
Frankfurt hub suggested
most of its flights from
there Thursday morning
were cancelled. The airline
said it was trying to
rebook
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Police have identified the
suspect in a school shooting
in Canada as an 18-year-old
who had prior mental health
calls to her home and who
was found dead following
the attack that killed nine
people in a remote part of
British Columbia.

Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Deputy Commissioner
Dwayne McDonald said Van
Rootselaar had a history of
mental health contact with
police, and that the suspect’s
motherand stepbrother were
also found dead in a home
near the school.The motive
remained unclear. More than
25 people were wounded in

the attack in the small moun-
tain community of Tumbler
Ridge, including two with
life-threatening injuries who
were airlifted for medical
care, police said.

The village of 2,700 people
in the Canadian Rockies is
more than 1,000 kilometres
(600 miles) northeast of
Vancouver, near the provin-
cial border with Alberta.

“Parents, grandparents,
sisters, brothers in Tumbler
Ridge will wake up without
someone they love. The
nation mourns with you, and
Canada stands by you,” an
emotional Prime Minister
Mark Carney said as he
arrived in Parliament.

The attack was Canada’s
deadliest rampage since

Tumbler Ridge Secondary School is shown in Tumbler Ridge

2020, when a gunman in
Nova Scotia killed 13 people
and set fires that left another
nine dead.Carney said flags at
Government buildings will
be flown at half-staff for seven
days and added: “We will get
through this.” Shelley Quist

AP

said her neighbour across
the street lost her 12-year-old.
“We heard his mom.

She was in the street
crying. She wanted herson’s
body,” Quist said. Quist said
her 17-year-old son, Darian,
was on lockdown in the

school for more than two
hours. The provincial
Government website lists
Tumbler Ridge Secondary
School as having 175 students
ingrades 7to 12.

“The grade sevens and
eights, 1 think, were upstairs
in the library, and that’s
where the shooter went,”
she said. Her son was in the
library just 15 minutes prior to
the attack. Quist was working
at the hospital down the
street when the shooting
started. “I was about to go
run down to the school, but
my co-worker held me back.

And then I was able to get
Darian on the phone to know
he was OK,” she said. School
shootings are rare in Canada,
which has strict gun-control

laws. The Government has
responded to previous mass
shootings with gun-control
measures, including a recent-
ly broadened ban on all guns
it considers assault weapons.

British Columbia Premier
David Eby told reporters that
police reached the school
within two minutes.

A video showed students
walking out with their hands
raised as police vehicles sur-
rounded the building and a
helicopter circled overhead.

Police found six people
dead, Royal Canadian
Mounted Police
Superintendent Ken Floyd said.
A seventh person died while
being transported to a hospi-
tal, and two more were found
dead at a residence that

Police identify suspect in Canada school shooting

authorities believe was con-
nected to the attack.

Floyd told reporters that
investigators had identified
the suspect but would not
release aname. He said police
were investigating the connec-
tion between the shooter and
the victims.Tumbler Ridge
Mayor Darryl Krakowka said it
was “devastating” to learn
how many had died in the
community, which he called a
“big family”.

“I broke down,” Krakowka
said. “I have lived here for 18
years. | probably know every
one of the victims.” The Rev
George of the Tumbler Ridge
Fellowship Baptist Church
went to the recreation center
where victims’ families were
awaiting more information.
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other companies from the

Lufthansa group, which
includes airlines such as
Swiss, Austrian Airlines
and Brussels Airlines. The
two unions called for the
24-hour walkouts on
Tuesday. Vereinigung
Cockpit called for walkouts
on flights departing from
Germany in a dispute over
the pension system for
pilots at the airline and its
Lufthansa Cargo unit.
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drone attack
Eight people, including
three children, were
injured in two separate

Leaders from across the
European Union are meeting
Thursday in a Belgian castle
as the 27-nation bloc faces
antagonism from US
President Donald Trump,
strong-arm economic tactics
from China and hybrid
threats from Russia — chal-
lenges that have prompted a
rethink of Europe’s approach
to diplomacy and trade.
“We all know we must
change course, and we all
know the direction,” Belgian
Prime Minister Bart De Wever
told a meeting with some
European leaders on
Wednesday. “Yet it some-
times feels like we're stand-
ing on the bridge of the ship

njured in

European Council President Antonio Costa greets European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen in Belgium

staring at the horizon
without being able to touch
the helm.”

But there are competing
visions of how the EU must
change. Thursday’s meeting
is to shape proposals for
another summit in late

March. As leaders are set to
walk across a drawbridge to
the 16th-century Alden
Biesen castle, the fault lines
in the battle for Europe’s
future are becoming clear.
German  Chancellor
Friedrich Merz and Italian

EU leaders meet to counter pressure from Russia, China, Trump

Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni lead a wing of the
bloc calling for deregula-
tion, rebooting Europe’s rela-
tionship with Washington
and forging trade deals like
the recent one struck with
the Mercosur nations of
South America.

“We must deregulate
every sector,” Merz said
Wednesday. But they are at
odds with France.

One key issue is how much
ofthe EU’s defence spending
should be restricted to
buying from EU arms compa-
nies. French President
Emmanuel Macron argues
that EU companies should
get priority, while Merz and
Meloni say purchases should
be from both foreign and
European firms.

Macron has urged the EU
to protect its industries
overall via applying
“European preference” in
key sectors like cleantech,
chemicals, steel, the car
industry and defence.

“We need to protect our
industry. The Chinese do it,
the Americans do it too,”
Macron said in an interview
with several newspapers
including Le Monde and The
Financial Times published
on Tuesday. Without some
European preference on
strategic sectors, “Europeans
will be swept aside. This is
defensive, butit is essential,
because we are facing unfair
competitors who no longer
respect the rules of the
World Trade Organisation,”
Macron said. (AP)

Teenager charged with
attempted murder in UK

ADITI KHANNA M London

A 13-year-old boy, arrested
over the stabbing of two
boys at a school in north-west
London, has been charged
with attempted murder and
to appear before
Westminster Magistrates
Court, the UK’s Metropolitan
Police said on Thursday.

The boy, who cannot be
named for legal reasons as a
minor, has been charged with
two counts of attempted
murder, possession of a bladed
article on school premises
and administering a noxious
substance spray and posses-
sion ofa bladed article, namely
aknife.

The Met Police have
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described him as a UK-born
British national who was a
former pupil at the Kingsbury
High School in Brent, where he
is said to have targeted two
pupils aged 12 and 13 with a
knife and a third with an insect
spray on Tuesday. (PTI)

quadcopter attacks in

Pakistan’s northwestern
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

province, police said on

Thursday. The quadcopter
attacks were carried out
by unidentified

individuals in the Takhti

Khel area of Lakki Marwat
district on Wednesday, a

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
M [slamabad

police spokesman said.

One attack targeted a
football ground, while the
second struck the
residence of the president
of alocal peace
committee. All the injured
were initially shifted to
Sarai Naurang Hospital
and later referred to

Pakistan’s Supreme Court
on Thursday ordered author-
ities to set up a medical
board to examine jailed
former premier Imran
Khan’s eyes following a
report about vision loss
in one of them.

The apex court also

Pak SC orders medical board to
examine Imran Khan’s reports

tion in a corruption case.
Currently, he is incarcerated

year-old former cricketer-
turned-politician and
ordered a detailed check-up
before February 16.

Last month, Khan was
rushed to a hospital in
Islamabad, where a medical
procedure for an eye ailment
was performed. However,
his party has been raising
concerns about his health.

“The issue of Imran’s

Italy approves new migration bill

GIADA ZAMPANO M Rome

Italy’s conservative
Government led by Premier
Giorgia Meloni has approved
a bill introducing new mea-
sures aimed at fighting illegal
immigration, including a so-
called “naval blockade” for
migrant ships trying to reach
Italian shores.

Acabinet meeting in the late
Wednesday afternoon gave
the go-ahead
to the bill, which now needs to
be discussed and approved in

before becoming effective.
Italy’s new migration package
—which also includes stricter
surveillance at borders and
cooperation with European
agencies — comes a day after
the approval of the new EU

which Rome plans to
implement swiftly.

The package includes new
powers that would enable
Italian authorities to impose a
naval blockade on migrant
ships trying to enter Italy’s ter-
ritorial waters, under certain
conditions. Authorities can
ban the crossing into Italian
waters for up to 30 days, in
cases in which the migrant
ship poses “serious threats to
public order or national secu-
rity”, as in the concrete risk of
terrorist acts or terrorist infil-

The blockadeis extendable
up to a maximum of
six months. It would also be
possible to stop the ships from
entering Italian waters in the
case of a drastic influx in
migrants that could jeopardise
the secure management of
borders.

Those violating the rules
would face fines of up to
50,000 euros (USD 59,400)
and would see their boats
confiscated in the case of
repeated violations, a measure
that seems to target humani-
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